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And as nullus is used for obscure, is it not in the genius of Latin language to write nullius originis, for obscure extraction ?
' I have defended myself as well as I could.
' Might I venture to differ from you with regard to the utility ° vows ? I am sensible that it would be very dangerous to malc< vows rashly, and without a due consideration. But I cannot h.elj thinking that they may often be of great advantage to one of a va riable judgement and irregular inclinations. I always remember ; passage in one of your letters to our Italian friend Baretti ; wh.ev< talking of the monastick life, you say you do not wonder serious men should put themselves under the protection of a. b'gkms order, when they have found how unable they are to care of themselves1. For my own part, without affecting to "be Socrates, I am sure I have a more than ordinary struggle to mai^ tain with the Evil Principle; and all the methods I can devise ar
little enough to keep me tolerably steady in the paths of rectitude
******
' I am ever, with the highest veneration,
' Your affectionate humble servant,
'JAMES BOSWELL.*
It appears from Johnson's diary, that he was this year a Mr. Thrale's, from before Midsummer till after Michaelma.: and that he afterwards passed a month at Oxford. He lia then contracted a great intimacy with Mr. Chambers of t:li£ University, afterwards Sir Robert Chambers, one of th Judges in India2.
He published nothing this year in his own name ; but til noble dedication3 * to the King, of Gwyn's London and J/Ves minster Improved, was written by him ; and he furnished, tl"
1 See ante, June 10, 1761.
3 Mr. Croker says : — ' It was by visiting- Chambers, when a fellow University College, that Johnson became acquainted with Lord Stcn ell [at that time William Scott] ; and when Chambers went to  Incli Lord Stowell, as he expressed it to me, seemed to succeed to his plai in Johnson's friendship.'    Croker's JBoswcll, p. 90, note.   John   Scoi (Earl of Eldon,) Sir William Jones and Mr. Windham, were also mev bers of University College.    The hall is adorned with the portraits these five men.    An engraving of Johnson is in the Common R_oon
' It is not easy to discover anything noble or even felicitous in tl-Dedication. Works, v. 444.
Prefac the King that 'he must now read to acquire more knowledge.'
